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EXAMINATION OF JUDGING PROCEDURES FOR
CHINESE MARTIAL ARTS FORM COMPETITIONS
—— Part 2. Follow-up research after five years

Toshiyuki SHICHIDO (Martial Arts Research Group)

In our last report we demonstrated the extremely low inter-rater reliability of the judging for Chinese
martial arts form competitions. However, the level of fairness of the order entry for competitors is another
problem. We compared this with the problems in our last report (Shichido, et al., 1990). The results are
as follows ;

(1) The results of the run test proved that the order of appearance is not always random.

(2) In four events there was a clear upward trend in scoring. Even though the upward trend overall was
no longer visible, there was a definite tendency in the distribution of scores. This was seen in seven
events. We must make special note of the fact that an unusual downward was observed in three events.
There are doubts about the fairness of the order of entry of competitors. .

(3) The accuracy of scoring . was seen in the standard deviation. We looked at three competitions (first,
fifth, and eleventh). However, even though the number of events in each of these competitors was
different, comparison of scoring accuracy between them shows no sign of improvement. The accuracy
of judging for events with quick movements was also poor compared to that of events with slow
movements. '

(4) We also compared the scores for the same competitor in both preliminary and final rounds. The
avarage score and standard deviation of the final round was high compared to the preliminary round.
This proves that the method scoring for each individual competitor is not independent.

(5) The difference in average scores for the winners of the seventh through eleventh competitions shows
a downward trend. However, it is impossible to measure the improvement in competitor’s scoring simply
from observing those of the winners. ‘

There was no discernible improvement over the five years since the inclusion of required forms. It
remains difficult to say the competition is organized as a scored match. At the very least, the Japan Wushu

Taijiquan Federation should strive for fairness in order of appearance of competitors.



